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NC University Women to be Featured at the United Nations
Rehearsal Presentation and Dinner Event, February 3, 2011
On February 3, 2011, Elaine Marshall, Jill Dinwiddie, Lindy Brown and Michael Molloy will join members of The Women’s Club of Raleigh and WomenNC, business leaders and other local groups will join together to congratulate four North Carolina university women, selected as WomenNC CSW Fellows.  These students will represent North Carolina at the upcoming United Nations’ 55th annual “Commission on the Status of Women” (CSW), February 20-26, 2011, in New York City.
The February 3 event will be held at The Women’s Club of Raleigh.  The fellowship students, from UNC Chapel Hill and NC State University, will share their research findings on the status of women and girls in North Carolina.  Topics presented will include Sex Trafficking, Access to Reproductive Health, Violence Prevention in Higher Education, and Immigrant Girl Workers.  Presentations will be preceded by entertainment, cash-bar and a dinner buffet.
The Women’s Club of Raleigh and WomenNC are pleased to be hosting several local and international officials including Elaine Marshall (NC Secretary of State), Jill Dinwiddie (Executive Director NC Council for Women), Lindy Brown (former Wake County Commissioner) and Michael Molloy (former Canadian Ambassador to Jordan).  The evening will be sponsored by The Women’s Club of Raleigh, WomenNC and Urban Events catering firm.  Impressed by the goals of the WomenNC organization to expand the horizons of young women, The Women’s Club made a considerable donation in 2010 to their U.N. fellowship program.

The organizations are encouraging many diverse groups and individuals to attend this event to support these motivated students who are addressing very important and challenging issues in our society.
Where:

The Woman's Club of Raleigh, 3300 Woman’s Club Drive, Raleigh 27612

When:

Thursday, February 3, 2011, 5:30 – 9:00 pm Tickets: $15, $12 Students

Who:

 Open to any person registering and paying for the event

Registration Required By Friday January 28

For registration go to www.WomenNC.org
Or Call Beth Dehghan at 744-4778  (WCR Member & WomenNC Founder)

Make checks out to "WomenNC")

Mail to WomenNC, 406 Englewood Dr., Chapel Hill, NC 27514

Sponsorships Welcome
(Recognition in the Program)


PARTNER
$100 Includes Two Complimentary Tickets



BRONZE
$250 Includes Three Complimentary Tickets



SILVER
$500 Includes Four Complimentary Tickets


GOLD

$1000 Includes Five Complimentary Tickets


PLATINUM
$2000 Includes Ten Complimentary Tickets
More information describing the event can be found at www.WomenNC.org
For a downloadable Word document of this press release go to our website at http://www.womansclubofraleigh.org/about/press-releases/
The Woman’s Club of Raleigh, Inc. is a 501(c) (3) non-profit volunteer civic organization.

###
Background on WomenNC and the Student Fellowship Process:
WomenNC was formulated three years ago and recently received it’s non-profit,501(c)3 status.  The organization was motivated by the interest in human rights issues and the hundreds of world organizations brought together at the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW).  CSW was established in 1946, with the goal of promoting gender equality and the advancement of women.  The U.N. International Treaty CEDAW (Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women) has proven to be a factor in the improvement of equality in many countries. The two week annual CSW event draws students, government representatives and women’s organizations from around the world; an estimated 8000 women and men attended last year.
WomenNC is committed to empowering young women in North Carolina by facilitating the participation of college students at CSW meetings and encouraging the ratification of CEDAW by the United States. WomenNC’s mission is to increase participation of North Carolina women in international issues.
In order to become a fellowship participant, these students were chosen last fall from a pool of competitive applicants. The program was promoted to twelve North Carolina universities and colleges.  Each applicant proposed a research topic on a specific woman’s issue and an investigation of a supportive North Carolina program or organization.
The student fellows conduct their research in parallel to their regular studies and exams for over two months.  Several WomenNC Board Members act as mentors and advisors and along with members, also pursue fund-raising and sponsorship activities in the community to defray the $1800 per student cost.
WomenNC CSW Fellows will present their findings to the CSW session on February 23, 2011.  Feedback received and other opportunities will be documented and reported to the North Carolina community and their universities upon return.  Networking and sharing ideas is a major motivating component of these events.
We are proud to report that North Carolina is the only U.S. state presenting to the CSW that provides organized research of local women’s issues and programs. The WomenNC CSW Fellows have been viewed as a model for other groups around the world.  2011 marks the second year that WomenNC has sponsored a panel of North Carolina university women at the United Nations’ CSW event and hopes to expand the program each year to include additional students and NC universities.
